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Definitions

For the

Constitution
By-laws
Rules & Regulations
Policies

Except at otherwise provided, the following definitions apply to these bylaws and all policies of the Michigan Soccer Association.
ABUSE: using foul or abusive language that implies or threatens physical harm; spewing any beverage on personal property, spitting at (but not on)

AFFILIATE: a multi-sport or single sport organization that independently conducts soccer programs in the lower peninsula of the State of Michigan (Definition derived from the definitions of the United States Adult Soccer Association.)

AMATEUR ATHLETE: an athlete who meets the eligibility standards established by the national governing body for the sport in which the athlete competes (defined in the Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act)

AMATEUR SPORTS ACT: Ted Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports Act (Chapter 2205 of Title 36, United States Code)

ASSAULT: includes, but is not limited to the following: hitting, kicking, punching, choking, spitting on, grabbing or bodily running into, head butting, the act of kicking or throwing any object that could inflict injury, damaging a uniform or personal property

ASSOCIATE: an organization formed to advance a particular aspect of amateur or adult soccer, but not responsible for recruiting, training, fielding, and funding of players (defined by the United States Adult Soccer Association)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: governing authority of the Michigan Soccer Association
BOND: security deposit

BY-LAWS: rules adopted to regulate and govern Michigan Soccer Association affairs and the behavior of its members
CLUB: an organization of one or more soccer teams

cONSTITUTION:  fundamental law determining the principles of governing

EXCUSED ABSENCE: absence which is reasonable, justifiable, or absolved

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: officers who manage business operations and affairs of the Michigan Soccer Association
FEDERATION: United States Soccer Federation

FIFA: Federation Internationale de Football Association; international governing body of soccer
FINALIST: one of the two teams advancing to the final game of a competition

FOREIGN GAME: any game between a United States and a non-United States team or two or more non-United States teams when the game is played in the United States that is not an international game

GMSC: Gerhard Mengel State Cup
HEARING: meeting of at least three neutral members

LEAGUE: an organization that conducts competition among soccer teams

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP: league with a minimum of four (4) teams headquartered within the jurisdiction of the Michigan Soccer Association.
LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES: determined by league to be the representative of the league with vote and voice at Michigan Soccer Association meetings
MIDWEST REGION: Region II of the United States Adult Soccer Association

MRC: Michigan Referee Committee

MSA: Michigan Soccer Association
MSYSA: Michigan State Youth Soccer Association
NATIONAL CUPS: Cups competition provided for under the United States Adult Soccer Association’s National Cup Tournament policy
OPEN CUP: United States Soccer Federation’s national open tournament
PLAYER PASS CARD: Michigan Soccer Association authorized identification card with a recent photograph of the player

PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS: players who have signed a contract with a professional team

REFEREE ASSAULT: “an intentional act of physical violence at or upon a referee” (USSF definition)

REFEREE: includes (a) all currently registered USSF referees, assistant referees, 4th officials or others duly appointed to assist in officiating in a match; (b) any non-licensed, non-registered person serving in an emergency capacity as a referee;  or (c) any club assistant referee.
REGION: one of the four regions in the United States that govern adult soccer

REGION II: Midwest Region of the United States Adult Soccer Association

REGISTERED PLAYER: a player whose player registration form and required fees have been submitted to his/her league

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: player data as detailed in the Bylaws

REGISTRATIONS: player data and player fees

RESERVE TEAM: a second team of a club that competes in a lower division of play than the primary team
ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER: latest edition shall govern conduct of all meetings
SCHEDULING FEES: charges for the scheduling of games

SRA: State Referee Administrator
SRC: State Referee Committee
state council:  representative membership body of the Michigan Soccer Association

STICKER: label (sticker) placed on the back of the player pass card to indicate a renewal of the pass card

TEAM: a group of soccer players playing on the same side in soccer games; a minimum of 7 players is required (Definition derived from the definitions of the United States Adult Soccer Association.)

TEAM AFFILIATON: team headquartered within the jurisdiction of the Michigan Soccer Association and a member of a league affiliated with the Michigan Soccer Association.
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS: Region II tournament

US SOCCER: United States Soccer Federation
USASA: United States Adult Soccer Association
USSF: United States Soccer Federation
YOUTH PLAYERS: an individual who has not reached 19 years of age prior to August 1 immediately before the start of any seasonal year
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